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DAYTON, Ohio, October 17, 1975 --- Isaac Asimov, noted science fiction writer,
will appear as the second speaker in the University of Dayton Distinguished Visitors
Speakers Series. Asimov's lecture is entitled "Science: A Social Responsibility."
He will speak on October 22, in the Kennedy Union Ballroom at 8 P.M. A townhall
meeting will be held in the Old Courthouse on October 23 at 7:30 P.M. as a
followup to the speech. The meeting will focus on "Social Responsibility to
science." Mr. Gerry Morgan, from DP&L, and Dr. Stanley Wiseman, Director of the
Governor's Commission on Environment will attend the panel discussion. Both
events are free and open to the public .
Assimov is the prolific writer of science fiction, history, Biblical,
English and science books. From 1950 thru 1969 he published one hundred books,
and so far in the 70's about sixty more have appeared. The st. Louis PostDispatch has called him "one of our natural wonders and national resources."
In an age of increasing specialization, Isaac Asimov is a refreshing reminder
that one can be interested in science fiction and Milton at the same time, in history and chemistry, in physics and linguistics, in astronomy and Shakespeare.
Man's curiosity need not be limited or channeled or made to work only on "acceptable" or fashionably "relevant" subject matters. Asimov's example reminds us
that in such a community of learners as makes up a true university, everyone
must be free to follow his intellectual curiosity wherever it might lead.
Asimov was born of Jewish parents i n Petrovichi, Russia;. on January 2, 1920.
He was brought to the U.S. at the age of three and became a naturalized citizen
five years later. A precocious and intelligent child, he discovered science
fiction when he was nine and became an avid reader of magazine science fiction.
His favorite magazine was Ast ounding, edited by John Campbell.
In 1939 he solQ his first story, and in the twenty years that followed he
fulfilled his chil~~ood ambition of becoming a respected and regular contributor
to Campbell's Astounding. His most famous stories from this period include
"Nightfall," the Robot Series, the Foundation Trilogy and Caves of Steel.
After considering historY, he finally decided to major in chemistry at
Columbia University - his parents wanted him to become either a physician or a
lawyer - where he earned his B.S. (1939), M.A. (1941) and Ph.D. (1948). He took
a position teaching biochemistry at the Boston UniverSity School of Medicine.
In 1957, however, two developments changed his life. First, he had learned
to write non-fiction so well that he was earning three times as much writing as
he was teaching, and second, the Russians orbited Sputnik, thereby demonstrating
to many people the superiority of Russian scientific education.
Therefore, Asimov got out of classroom teaching and in to teaching via
popular scientific writing. Since then he has been busy making science accessible
to the inte~ligent layman. He does this through the writing of books and through
the delivering of public lectures.
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